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Introduction 
 

The following summarises key activities of the Branch during the 2015-2016 period. 

Contributions to Conservation Planning for Species 
 

Australasian species 
 

Eastern barred bandicoot (Parameles gunnii) - a critically endangered endemic marsupial, snatched 

from the brink of extinction in the Australian state of Victoria now comprised 1,100 animals derived 

from just 19 individual founders.  The loss of suitable habitat, combined with fox predation, limits the 

available space to continue to grow the population, the majority of which is managed behind predator 

exclusion fences at several sites in Victoria.  In August 2016 CBSG was commissioned to facilitate a 

Disease Risk Analysis workshop to develop a disease risk management plan for the proposed 

establishment of new populations on Phillip and French Islands, off the southern coast of Victoria.  The 

report is currently in production. 

Mainland Mala (Lagorchestes hirsutus) – extinct on mainland Australia after wild fire wiped out the last 

free-living population in the early 1990s. The population now persists in a number of fenced, pest-free 

enclosures and on an island off the coast of Western Australia. Sites are isolated and spread across three 

States and Territories. A three-day workshop in Alice Springs brought together the National Mala 

Recovery team, representatives of Traditional Owners and other experts, to build a vision for the future 

of Mala on mainland Australia and to forge a plan for realising that vision through integrated, meta-

population management of environmental, demographic and genetic risks. CBSG facilitated the workshop 

and work is continuing on the development of a genetic and demographic management plan. 

Western Ground Parrot (Pezoporus flaviventris) was historically found all along the coast of southwest 

Western Australia but had vanished from the west coast by 1900 and the stronghold of the species is a 

single location along the south coast. Extensive bushfires in late 2015 destroyed around 90% of the 

known occupied habitat of the species, magnifying the risk of extinction. There is estimated to be no 

more than 140 birds remaining. A small number of birds have been brought into captivity at Perth Zoo, as 

part of the recovery effort, but so far no chicks have been reared successfully. From March 30 – April 1 an 

emergency conservation planning workshop, facilitated by CBSG, was hosted by the Western Australian 

Department of Parks and Wildlife in conjunction with the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team. 



The workshop was attended by 40 delegates from 19 organisations.  Over three days, delegates worked 

to consider the full suite of issues involved in conserving the species, to work through the immediate 

priorities for attention and to explore new ideas for intervention as well as enhancements to existing 

action.  

Other species 

Western lowland gorilla (Gorilla gorilla gorilla). Singapore Zoo commissioned CBSG to facilitate the 

development of a Disease Risk Analysis as part of its due diligence in considering the possible addition 

of this species to its collection.  These apes are highly susceptible to a number of tropical disease hazards 

endemic to Singapore including the bacteria Burkholderia pseudomallei and Chromobacterium violacea 

and Dengue and Japanese Encephalitis viruses.  The DRA included a four day workshop and incorporated 

the input of a wide range of local and international experts in gorilla management and health care.  

Contributions to planning for conservation organisations 

Auckland Zoo has partnered with the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, where the treaty of Waitangi, laying 

out a framework for joint governance of the country by British and Maori leaders, was signed in 1840. 

The partnership will see experiences of native wildlife embedded in the wider Waitangi visitor 

programme, promoting this as a key part of New Zealand’s identity. A two-day workshop, hosted by the 

Waitangi Trust and facilitated by CBSG Australasia, brought the two organisations together to share ideas 

on what this new partnership could mean for native wildlife and visitors at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds 

site, and to build a plan for moving forward with this initiative.  

CBSG Australasia facilitated a session on strategic planning and prioritisation, for Species 360, at its 

meeting in Perth in April.  
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